grief of God's angels and the great pleasure of the Devil's hirelings.
But my vows forbid me to dwell on such loathsome practices whereby
what little virtue there be left in a woman is speedily destroyed.

'Albeit but a brief while did the maiden pass under the forbidden
roof, yet the poison of those horrible and unseemly discourses had so
worked upon her that her nurse soon observed a lamentable lack of
modesty in her demeanour. Thereupon the faithful servant carried her
knowledge to the Boyarin who forthwith summoned his wife and
daughter to Moscow, the plague having left the city on the fervent
prayers of the holy Patriarch. There was the maiden chastised and
severely admonished to keep the strict observance of modesty, meek-
ness, and piety within the walls of her terem until such time when the
Tzar and her father would appoint a husband unto her. And the
Boyarin commanded that the maiden was not to appear abroad between
the months of October and May except when she followed her mother
to church in a coach with its curtains drawn and the maiden wearing a
thick woollen shawl over her face.

The Boyarin thereupon began searching for a man who would best
be pleased with the maiden's dowry. There came into his mind the
name of a nobly born man of his acquaintance, of seventy years of age,
a widower, of wholesome substance, and great strictness in dealing with
his womenfolk. To him did the Boyarin repair, but the matter could not
be concluded forthwith by reason of a sickness of the Tzar.

'Now it came to pass that the nurse often observed her charge sitting
silent and bemused as though she had no ears to hear anything. Her
cheeks grew pallid, and she walked like one held in an unholy dream.
And the nurse took to watching her diligently.

In those days there lived a multitude of infidel Germans in holy
Moscow. They were gathered together from all nations. Of their ways
and customs it befitteth one ill to speak at all, so evil they were and so
contrary to the precepts of our blessed fathers. They abode in Moscow
for the pleasure of the Tzar and his boyars, building and painting, but
never were they suffered within any pious household. They lived in the
German Quarter, separated by strong walls and stout gates lest their
vile ways were to pollute our sanctuaries. All the God-fearing people
held them in contempt (and 'would it had so continued), albeit the
cunning of their crafts made their presence pleasurable to the Tzar, and
banish them he would not, to the grief of some among his subjects.

*Now there lived in the German Quarter a man of the English
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